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�is is my �rst report as Commodore and I have been warned 
by Sabine that I am only allowed the front page for she 
appears to suggest I rabbit on about things, as if.
Well my �rst pleasure is to welcome to the committee the 
following new �eet captains, Matt �urs�eld for the GP14�s, 
David Tucker for the Fireball, Ian Alcorn for the Junior �eet 
and the new position of Menagerie Fleet Captain Derek 
Richards.    
I believe these new members will greatly develop and 
promote the club and they have my total support as do the 
remainder of the committee.
I have one prior obsession as commodore that I want to try 
and make our club more user friendly, I know you all say it is, 
but that�s because you have been a member for several years 
and know a lot of members.
But what about the new members who have just taken up 
sailing or have just joined the club? �ese are the people that 
come and sometimes very quickly move on or give up sailing. 
�ese are the people I want to bring on board and make them 
feel they belong to 
the club.
If you see new 
members who 
look slightly lost 
talk to them for 
they are more 
afraid of asking 
what they think 
may be silly 
questions and I 
don�t want that 
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St David�s Regatta
 

Sunday 2nd March 2008

3 Pursuit Races (best 2 to count)

Open to Monohull dinghies with PY in the range 950-1158 

CASH PRIZES:
1st Overall: £50
2nd Overall: £25

1st Youth  (under 19 at 31/12/08)*: £15

Brie�ng :10.30am
 First Race: 11.00am

                               Commodore’s Column



Happy New Year!
 
After a well supported Yuletide series, the 
2008 Snow�ake series got o� to a great 
start with 25+ boats on the water, with the 
Whitehouse�s Salcombe Yawl an interesting 
new addition.

For those who take a winter break, the 
traditional start to the season is often 
our �rst open meeting of the year, the St 
David�s Regatta on 2nd March, open to any 
monohull dinghy within our PY range of 
950-1158. Once again we will be o�ering 
cash prizes as an added incentive to get on 
the water.

�ere will be a few changes to the Sunday 
racing this year to give the opportunity for 
boats outside the regular classes to compete 
in all races, championed by Derek Richards, 
the newly elected Menagerie Fleet Captain. 
�e �rst race in the Spring, Summer A and 
Summer B series will be a traditional pursuit 
race as previously, with the Summer A & 
B also counting for �eet points, the second 
and third races of the day in these series 
will be �eet races including a designated 
�eet start after the Solos for the menagerie 
�eet, this will be timed as a handicap 
race with individual �nish times for the 
menagerie �eet recorded. �is will add to 
the responsibilities of the OOD/AOD, but 
revised guidance notes will be issued to 
assist before the series start. 

�e Summer C series has su�ered recently 
from low �eet numbers as this clashes with 
main holiday season. Following discussions 
at Committee and the AGM, and to give 
everyone the opportunity of competitive 
sailing all three races each Sunday in this 
series will be pursuit races.

After last year�s experiment with earlier 
start times for the summer races, we will be 
reverting to an 11.45 start for the �rst race 
with the second race also going back to 13.45 
starts to give a little more time to afternoon 
only sailors.

Finally a request to OODs to start races as 
close as possible to the published start times, 
this helps competitors with a consistent 
timetable, and will be essential to get three 
pursuit races in at the end of the summer.

Happy Sailing!

Will Ranson

to be the case.  Ian Evans is taking on the 
mantle of fostering the newcomers to both 
the club and sailing and you may not be 
aware that we have a very active Saturday 
sailing group who turn up most Saturdays 
and have a leisurely sail along with some 
guidance if required. Why not turn up and 
get ready for the new season early.
You will �nd in the club house a photo 
montage of who�s who, the reason it�s there 
is to let you know who can help you with 
any queries or concerns you may have. Give 
them a ring or go and ask them a question 
when you are at the club.  Remember this 
is a club run by volunteers for the bene�t 
of all of us. �ere is no hidden agenda; it�s 
just getting more backsides in boats and if 
possible keeping them in the boats.
If you have any questions, suggestions, 
complaints or queries give me a ring or 
email. My contact details are in the diary and 
at the club house.
My only problem we need to resolve this 

year is the position of training principal and 
you will see my advert later in the magazine.
I look forward to seeing you all on the water, 
in the galley or buying me a drink at the bar

Grahame  

i.e. a move from a topper to a Solo may be 
wrong but a GP may be the boat of their 
dreams, but have never tried one. So contact 
me if you want to try something and I�ll do 
my best to organise it. I can also organise a 
�ames Sailing Barge trip (though sadly not 
at Chelmarsh). I�m also hoping to do a few 
articles on the di�erent boats at the club in 
future magazines so if you think your boat is 
the bee�s knees please contact me.
I�ll be contacting all the menagerie �eet 
boat owners over the next few months and 
hopefully get a consensus of ideas as to what 
is needed. In the meantime come and get 
your boat out on Saturdays � just for a sail 
� no racing. For more info either contact 
me or Ian Evans who is the new uno�cial 
Saturday Sailing / Curry Captain.

I can be contacted on 01299 401941 or email 
derek.richards@waitrose.com

Derek Richards

Menagerie con’t
Comode continued
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plain the other week when he was �rst Solo, 
in a girls wind.  I think though it is our sheer 
joy of sailing and company that brings us all 
out on the water, week after week no matter 
the wind or weather and I hope that our 
Fleet�s enthusiasm never rubs out!

Your Ever Devoted Fleet Captainess



the second being on the last Wednesday 
sailing evening � 27th August.
What else, what else?  Well, if you�re a 
Strictly Come Dancing fan, or just a fan of 
food, come to our Summer Salsa Roast on 
Saturday 14th June. Glide across the �oor 
with your roast baps in hand (oh dear), 
Shimmy with the Solos, Jive with the Geeps, 
Limbo with the Lasers, Party with the Pico�s, 
Mamba with the Miracle and Flamenco 
with the Fireballs.  Crikey, I�ve just lost 2lbs 
thinking of all that lot!
Now the last thing on my social list, for now 
anyway, was the Dinner Dance.  Having 
attended the last 4 of these, you sort of get 
it into your head of where you can improve, 
but Will did such a fabulous job (not saying 
that �e Baron didn�t of course!) I was 
nervous about this bit the most.  My main 
concern is of course, Location, Location, 
Location and I thought long and hard about 
this and then, it came to me, in a �ash, 
where is everyone able to get to every week, 
wind or no wind??  Where is there the best 
barman in the world??  No, not the Bull�s 
Head, the club of course.  So on Saturday 
22nd November, be prepared.

I shall wrap up now and put my other hat on 
for the Solo Fleet Captainess� bit, it�s not that 
easy to get rid of me you know!

Andrea (aka Solo Fleet Captainess)

A �Rear� with a view

When I was approached by �e Baron to 
take on this role I can�t say that I was ready 
to jump in feet �rst, my main concerns, 
being a woman, with the role of being Rear 
Commodore was whether my bum would 
look big in it and whether I could cope 
with trying to please everyone with my 
enthusiasm.  Hmmm.

After receiving the list of duties from �e 
Baron, it�s like running our own house and 
making sure you don�t forget the loo rolls as 
you walk in through the door with bags full 
of shopping.  
Obviously Mars bars are high on the agenda 
as the Laser Fleet seem to survive on these 
alone and I was thinking of approaching Ray 
Mears to give a talk on the several uses of 
a Mars bar when in a capsize position, but 
I don�t think even he�s that good.  Snickers, 
yes, Mars bars though?
SO I have a hectic calendar for you all and 
want to make sure that you mark the dates 
in your Blackberry, i-Phone, diary, Mi�y 
Calendar (personal choice there), till receipt 
in your wallet, anything!
Given that Wednesday sailing has been so 
popular and not just on the water, but o� 
it as well that we thought you�d like to take 
a break from burning that carcass on the 
barbeque and attend our Curry evening�s 
(yes, we�ll save the remaining popadums for 
the AGM), the �rst being on 21st May and 

Rear View
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Solo News
2008?  Is it that time already? Another article 
for the newsletter?  I shall try not to overly 
dominate the pages, for, as you may have 
read earlier in the newsletter I am taking the 
role of Rear Commodore as well as my Fleet 
voted against me leaving as Fleet Captainess.  
Multi-tasking eh, a woman�s job, although 
I did hear the joke that if a woman�s work 
is never done, surely they should try a little 
harder!  Hmmm.

Well, I don�t do not trying harder and I am 
not one to disappoint, so you�ll have to put 
up with me for another year!
Since October, we have had bigger and 
better turn outs and this is with a number of 
our Fleet being away, some skiving � Ian, but 
on Boxing Day we had, get ready for it, 15, 
sorry, did I say 15, yep, let�s re-count that 15 
Solos out on the water, even Mad Boy Matt 
was grumbling that we were disturbing�..
oh, his wind.  I can tell you, it brought a tear 
to my eyes, or was that the freezing tem-
perature?  Crikey yes it has been cold, and 
the arrival of new Dry suits in our Fleet and 
general sailing attire has been a change for 
many, although I think Billy No Mates (aka 
Jim Cartwright) felt pressured into replacing 
his wet suit a) due to his new slim line phy-
sique and b) the fact that we could see a VPL 
whilst he was standing at the counter.

New sails are also the order of the Fleet and 
the crispy crackling as we tack is music to 
our ears, this too has hotted up the compe-

tition.  We may have temporarily mislaid TA 
(aka Gareth) to the Miracle, but with his new 
boat due (if not already out on the water at 
the time of this publication) and with the 
hotting up of the �eet � hopefully enough to 
melt the ice o� the decks � we know that his 
technical advise will be with us again soon.   

Hopefully 2008 will bring slightly lighter 
winds for our trip to Aberdy�, which will 
make the Insurance companies happy and 
the chandlers not so, but we enjoy the com-
pany and the location even if we don�t sail.  
�ough it would be nice, that�s on 10th & 
11th May, but as we book Celtic House a lot 
of us go for the Friday to Monday.  Great!

Our Solo Open is on Sunday (yes, we�ve 
nabbed a Sunday) 18th May and we hope for 
a good visitor turn out and good (not heavy) 
winds.  

Last, but by no means least, is our Solo 
Handicap Challenge for which, due to a 
total lack of wind, but plenty of cake, had 
to be cancelled twice, so to even things up, 
we have arranged a belated 2007 event for 
Saturday April 12th and the 2008 event for 
Saturday 18th October which will be run by 
the ever willing Chris Rolle, who we all hope 
to see back on the water very soon.

Girl power has been rife in our Fleet and 
Fantastic Mr Fox�s comments of the wind 
being a girl�s wind, though he didn�t com-



�ere as been no training since the last ma-
gazine but there as been lots of activity re-
garding the post of training principal.  Hilary 
Davies �nally stepped down in November 
after giving more years than I can remember 
of very hard committed work to the clubs 
training.
Her hard work and commitment as been 
recognised by the club for she was made 
an Honorary member at the club AGM in 
December.
She as also been awarded by HRH the Prin-
cess Royal the RYA�s Community Award for 
services  to sailing and the award is one of 
the most prestigious awards in the sailing 
community.  
Situation Now Vacant
Sally Fowler has agreed to take over the va-
cated position but cannot take over for one 
year which leaves us with a short term cover 
to put into place. A member had agreed to 
take over the post for the year but suddenly 
their circumstances changed drastically and 
they had to withdraw their support.
We are now looking for an enthusiastic 
volunteer to step into the breach and run the 
training for this year.
To clarify the position: the person does not 
have to be either a senior instructor or a nor-
mal instructor.  We have a registered senior 
instructor in Roger Minty and a large group 
of quali�ed instructors to support him with 
the training programmes.
What we need is a member with good or-

ganising skills, a personable manner, able to 
communicate with instructors and trainees 
and keep good records.  Computer skills 
are very important for control and com-
munications.  We need to have a registered 
Principal of training recorded with the RYA 
otherwise we cannot run RYA courses and 
award certi�cates.
�e position may sound rather daunting but 
if you follow the year�s detailed planner it 
follows its own path.  
If you think you can help your club by taking 
this post give me a ring and I will talk you 
through any queries or concerns you may 
have, I will ensure that all the support you 
need for this post is forthcoming should you 
require assistance.
My home Tel No is 01384 878426 or talk to 
me at the club house.
Grahame Calladine

At last I did it!  �is winter I had my �rst go 
at of skiing�  Now I understand the keen-
ness many of you have for this sport and I 
can see how it is quite natural for sailors to 
also enjoy skiing.
  
Francoise introduced me to skiing over at La 
Clusaz in the French Alps. It was a very nice 
typical village with brick and wood houses; 
not too much damaged by tourism. �e clear 
blue sky was a bonus for us and added to the 
enjoyment of this new experience.  But it is 
not just the skiing it is also the spectacular 
scenery that makes skiing such a good holi-
day for the whole family.
 
I �nd similarities and between skiing and 
sailing.  �ere is the outdoor air and thrill of 
moving fast using a natural resource in beau-
tiful setting with no motorisation and no 
great physical e�ort.  In skiing there is snow 
and gravity whereas for sailing there is water 
and wind.  Gravity and water are constant 
but snow and wind can be elusive as we well 
know.  Sunshine is a bonus in both cases.
 
So I have found a complementary sport that 
has similar appeal and cannot wait to get 
back to it.  I thank Jonathan Carter and Jane 
Stanley for their encouragement and Fran-
coise of course for dragging me to the Alps 
for our winter holiday.
 
As far our �reball activities are concerned, 
our �eet challenge in 2008 is to build the 

�eet up and ensure to that we coordinate 
well to make the most of good sailing condi-
tions as they occur.  Expect a little pestering 
from me.  I see this as key element of the 
�eet captain�s role.  We will see what can be 
done.  We all recognise what makes a good 
day�s sailing with a combination of wind, 
sunshine, competition and �eet camaraderie.  
I wish you many good days in 2008.
 
�e date of our open meeting is now set on 
the calendar as the 21st of September and 
our Fireball Fleet Dinner for evening before 
on the 20th.  �e venue is not yet organised 
and I welcome suggestions.
 
We welcome our new �eet members are 
Graham and Teresa with their bargain ball.  
�ey are moving up to �ying their spinney 
this year and may appreciate our assistance 
and advice.
 
In the family news register the big event 
in this year is the Wedding.  Our Jonathan 
Carter is to be married to his Bernadette on 
the 30th April.
 
For a few more pictures of last year�s open 
meeting and Dinner Dance search for �David 
Tucker� on www.Flickr.com.  
 
Wishing you many happy �reball sailing days 
this year.
 
David
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Training News Fireball News

Editor�s bowline
  

Another issue completed, my 
thanks    to Mr Millimeter.
�e next issue is due out in 

May, please submit articles, classi�eds, 
images etc to:
sabine@mawscraftcentre.co.uk
Copy deadline 30 April 2008
Sabine




